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AIA New Hampshire Announces Annual Excellence in Architecture Awards 

Manchester, NH — Six awards for Excellence in Architecture were announced at the New Hampshire Chapter of the American Institute of Architects' 27th Annual Awards Banquet at the New Hampshire Institute of Art, January 22. 

Three Honor Awards were distributed: Lavallee Brensinger Architects of Manchester, NH, for the IDEXX Laboratories in Westbrook, ME; Richard Monahon Jr. AIA Architects of Peterborough, NH for the Leeson Residence in Arroyo Seco, NM; and Albert, Righter, and Tittmann of Boston, MA, for a lakeside residence in New Hampshire.

Two architectural firms won Merit Awards: Samyn D’Elia Architects of Ashland, NH, for the Ashland School House Renovation and to Bonin Architects & Associates, PLLC of New London, NH for a cottage renovation in New London.
Recognition was also given to one project in the Unbuilt Architecture Category, designed by Bart Sapeta AIA, and artist Jan Sawka for a Peace Monument Complex in Jerusalem.
Jurors for the competition were: James A. Sterling AIA, James A. Sterling Architects and Ellen Belknap AIA, SMRT Architects, both from Portland, ME; and Walter Arsenault AIA, Fraser Matson Architecture & Planning, Falmouth, ME.
Honor Awards

Lavallee Brensinger’s IDEXX Laboratories is a corporate office major campus expansion and renovation, that enabled IDEXX to meet two goals: to reinvent the company’s image as an innovative, world-class leader in science and technology; and to create a more human-friendly and inspiring work environment, which includes a connection to nature. The new exterior façade unifies new and existing construction with a clean, white masonry veneer, representing the elegant precision of “science.” The expansive exterior is anchored by towers, noting points of entry and vertical interior circulation. Clad with zinc panels, the towers convey an “earthy” feeling and a link to nature.

A unique courtyard or “BioCourt” was created within the core of the massive building, offering employees an outdoor space for meetings, lunch breaks, or respite. Abundant daylight pours into offices in both the addition and existing building. The facility’s primary circulation path travels by the BioCourt, allowing a strong visual connection to nature throughout the day. 

The construction manger was Pizzagalli Construction.

Jurors’ Comments: “…great plan integrating old and new; 'biocourt' very successful; provides year round focal point and calming environment, as well as a welcome relief to what could be an overwhelming interior space.”
Richard Monahon Jr. AIA Architects designed a new 3000 sf house in Arroyo Seco, NM, for a young family that grew out of their original two-story 800 sf house. Built in the high desert, surrounded with views to the Sierra de Cristo Mountains, the house responds to the strong local design and materials. The 14-inch adobe wall house, wrapped in low roofed portals, maintains a cool interior in the summer and warmth in the winter.

The owners were the builders. The goal was to build a sustainable, passive solar and energy efficient house and make as little impact on the site and its alfalfa field as possible. The nearby 500-year old local water, cultural, and community resource – the Acequia ditches – irrigate high northern New Mexico farms.

The house received a Build Green New Mexico Gold Level Certificate for meeting its building and environmental standards and received a $11,000 tax credit.  BGNM is similar to a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) rating.
Jurors’ Comments: “…great plan/spatial organization with entry courtyard; strong fit into environment; great integration of traditional and contemporary forms. The interiors present an atmosphere, which anyone would enjoy.”
The third Honor Award went to another private residence, an original design for a new summer camp on a lake in New Hampshire for clients very fond of their existing camp on the same lake, designed in 1969, also by Albert, Righter, and Titman. The angular geometry of the new camp’s roofs, its dynamic arrangement of buildings, and its minimalist eave and rake detail, recall the original camp.

The camp consists of a main living cabin, a sleeping cabin and a guest cabin. Dividing it into three buildings creates enough bedrooms to meet the program, while still keeping all rooms on a common floor and maintaining an intimate scale.

In order to minimize the impact of construction on the site, the dynamic arrangement of buildings weaves in and out of the existing trees. A unifying deck connects the main building with the sleeping building, and helps reconcile the angular relationship between the two. 

The Contractor for this project was KMAC Builders.

Jurors’ comments: “Lively, striking branch/origami interior framing, intimate environmental placement, wow chimney! The plan exhibits a kinetic energy which suggests that the two buildings are ‘escaping’ from the orthogonal constraints of the deck.”

Merit Awards

The town of Ashland, NH, had been actively trying to save its 19th century schoolhouse since it had closed as the public high school in 1991.  When the building was almost torn down for parking in the mid 1990s, Tri-County Action Program Inc., came forward and began raising funds for a renovation. By the time the finds were in hand – almost 16 years later – the building had deteriorated and was in poor condition. 

Tom Samyn AIA of Samyn-D’Elia Architects worked with the Tri-County Action Program Inc. to renovate the schoolhouse into offices, a Head Start pre-school and additional space for future tenants. The design goal was to renovate the building in a historically accurate way, replacing and renovating all features, details and surfaces as required.

Ashland’s historical society, school children, elders and local businesses supplied the guiding non-profit and the architect with historical perspective and new ideas for the schoolhouse.

The General Contractor for the project was Milestone Engineering and Construction, Inc. 
Jurors’ Comments: “Overall a superb restoration/preservation of both historic detail and space.  Well executed. Well-detailed. We could not find fault with any part of the restoration.”
Bonin Architects & Associates’ Merit Award was for a small cottage renovation, also on a lake in New Hampshire. Originally one of eleven cabins on “The Point,” the recently subdivided property left this and one other cabin in close proximity to the beautiful beach and lake. Removal of the ‘point’ cabin allowed for a meandering path from renovated cottage to the dock as well as substantially opening the view to the lake from the remaining cabin.

A newly exposed cathedral ceiling is warm and inviting as are the reused and repositioned windows and doors for capturing lakeside views and breezes. Framing lumber and tongue and groove boards and floors were salvaged and refinished from the cottage. Finishes and materials are low- or no-VOC products and even the woodstove is a found item making a new home in this beautiful location.

With material reuse and minimal site impact as two principal goals throughout the design and renovation process, the resultant cabin provides for three seasons of comfortable lakefront access and family gatherings.

The builder was Old Hampshire Designs, Inc.

Jurors’ Comments: “Understated. Simple, cost effective renovation. Excellent use of limited space.   Restrained and authentic in use of materials and details. In some ways, this is the most appealing project. Maybe it speaks to the desire for simplicity in all of us.”
Unbuilt Architecture

The AIANH Design Awards program also includes a special category for Unbuilt Architecture, designs of any inbuilt project, including purely theoretical projects and inbuilt client-sponsored projects (buildings, interiors, transportation infrastructure, monuments, etc.). The intent is to invite inbuilt work by practicing design professionals, design educators, and design students from New Hampshire.
Recognition was given to The Peace Monument Center, Jerusalem, a symbolic artwork in honor of the past, present and future efforts of the people of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam to coexist peacefully. The Monument is designed by renowned artist and designer Jan Sawka. Formally trained as an architect, Mr. Sawka collaborated with architect and educator Bartlomiej K. Sapeta AIA on the design of the Peace Center, a structure located beneath the monument. Sapeta is an assistant professor of architecture at Keene State College.
The Monument, designed for placement in Jerusalem, reflects the classical and simple lines of the surroundings and consists of a forest of smooth white rods topped with religious symbols rising toward the sky, symbolizing the hope, spirituality, and aspirations of the peoples whose religions are rooted in the Holy Land. Some of the rods are broken or misaligned and damaged, representing those who have fallen in past conflicts.
The Peace Center provides spaces for presentations, symposia and activities furthering the mission of the Monument. Also monochromatic and minimalist in design, it represents the most modern, cutting edge of design with the newest forms of communications, projection, screen and digital technologies. The Peace Center’s design is based on a spiral, which has ancient symbolic roots that continue to appear in modern-day religious traditions. It also provides a practical solution for spatial design, with its circulation following the foundation of the Monument.
People's Choice Awards

Two Peoples' Choice Awards were also distributed, the result of a ballot vote conducted during the AIANH Awards Submissions Exhibit at the New Hampshire Institute of Art, December 7-January 21 and as the result of an online voting system. The winner for residential design is the Cottage Renovation by Bonin Architects and Associates and for non-residential, The Alpine Clinic, Franconia, NH by Samyn D’Elia Architects of Ashland. 
AIANH instituted the Excellence in Architecture Awards Program in 1983 for the purpose of providing public and professional recognition for architectural projects of design excellence. This year, projects completed since 2000 were eligible for submission. Each entry was judged on the following criteria: overall design excellence including aesthetics, clarity, creativity, appropriate functionality, sustainability, building performance, and appropriateness with regard to fulfilling the client’s program. 

AIA New Hampshire is the state component of the national professional association headquartered in Washington, DC, representing 80,000 U.S. registered architects. AIANH has over 200 architect members, a majority of the architects in the state; 48 Associate members, and 90 Professional Affiliate members. 
For more information and photos of the winning projects, go to www.aianh.org.

—30—
