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AIA New Hampshire Announces Two honorary memberships AND ONE Outstanding service award

Manchester, NH — Three individuals were honored for their service by the New Hampshire Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) at its 27th Annual Awards Banquet, January 22, at the New Hampshire Institute of Art in Manchester.

Robert Thoresen and Carolyn Isaak were designated Honorary Members, an award distributed to non-architects who have given distinguished service to the profession of architecture or to the arts and sciences related to architecture within the State of New Hampshire. Bruce Hamilton AIA was given an Outstanding Service Award.

Bob Thoresen was recognized for his outstanding work and dedication in transforming Portsmouth, NH, to a vibrant coastal community. Bob began the transformation when he was the City’s Planning Director in the 1970s. His vision for a revitalized Market Square was the impetus for the dramatic investment by the real estate community in not only the waterfront, but the entire downtown area as well. He established the first Historic District in the City’s history, and co-authored the visual guidelines for the District that are followed to this day.

Following his tenure as Planning Director, Bob established The Thoresen Group, a development firm that has continued to reinforce the urban fabric and principles that now characterize Portsmouth, through several infill and renovation projects in the downtown area. His sensitivity to the unique qualities that have made Portsmouth a major destination for people from all over the country, is evident in the success of his development projects. 
Thoresen’s work in Portsmouth has been recognized nationally, and he has served as a consultant to many communities throughout the northeast and the south that are trying to emulate his success here. His work as a preservationist is well documented, and he has served on a variety of local and national boards as a result. 

His stewardship has been responsible for a higher public appreciation of design and in enhancing awareness of the built environment. 
Carolyn Isaak, Executive Director of the AIANH Chapter, was given her honorary membership in recognition of her service to the Chapter and to the architectural community. Since 1999, she has worked closely with AIANH members and its Board of Directors to increase the visibility of architects in the state and to broaden the public’s understanding of architecture and the value of good design. Under her tenure the AIANH Chapter has developed new elementary, middle, and high school volunteer programs; increased continuing education opportunities for professionals; directed a community-based consensus building initiative; organized six regional conferences on Integrated Design / Integrated Development; built a broader program for Interns and Young Architects that includes a yearly competition; created a 501(c) 3 charitable arm, the NH Architecture Foundation; and strengthened the Annual Design Awards program. 
Outstanding Service Award
Bruce Hamilton AIA was presented with an Outstanding Service award by the New Hampshire Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIANH) at its 27th Annual Awards Banquet, January 21, at the New Hampshire Institute of Art in Manchester.

Hamilton has given exceptional volunteer service to the AIA New Hampshire Chapter over many years. He served on the Board of Directors for six years holding the offices of Past-President, President, President-Elect, and Vice-president, and as a Director. He has chaired the AIANH Education Committee for the entire time of his tenure, and plans to continue on this committee. 
As the leader of the AIANH Education Committee, Hamilton was instrumental in growing and developing, as well as instructing, the various Learning by Design Programs that it conducts in schools around the state, such as the elementary programs “Shoebox Clubhouse,” “Box City,” and community walking tours; the Introduction to Architecture program and Bridges and Structures for middle schools; and the AIANH High School Design Competition. 

The AIANH Learning by Design programs engage children in architectural awareness and design projects with architects and designers; support educators who engage children in interdisciplinary, curriculum-based architectural awareness projects; and give children the opportunity and skills to communicate ideas about their built and natural environments. 

Hamilton regularly attends and has presented at the Architecture + Design Education Network (A+DEN) conferences in Chicago. He is beginning his second year on the AIA National Education Committee, and is on the Advisory Council of the Keene State College Architecture program, working closely with the architecture department there to help enrich the program. He also regularly attends student design reviews and has worked with the staff to develop a graduate course for teachers who are interested in bringing architecture and design-based projects into their classrooms.
Hamilton is owner and principal of Bruce Ronayne Hamilton Architects in New Ipswich, NH, which he founded in 1991. 
AIA New Hampshire is the state component of the national professional association headquartered in Washington, DC, representing 80,000 U.S. registered architects. AIANH has over 200 Architect members, a majority of the architects in the state, 48 Associate members, and 90 Professional Affiliate members. For more information about the NH Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, please go to www.aianh.org.
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